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All photos copyright © 2013 David Thrift

This is a free book created by and published by me, the photographer for 
free distribution.  Permission is granted to share this book with friends and 
loved ones provided you do not alter or use any of the photos contained 
herein.  I hope when the clouds above you are dark and gray, this little 
photo book may help bring a smile and happiness on your rainy days :)
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About This Book

Like most people on planet earth, I have always loved watching a 
beautiful sunset.  I love how the entire scenery can change in a matter of 
minutes with the wind pushing across the sky, and how the refraction of 
light  beaming  from  the  sun  falling  over  the  horizon  is  captured  in 
illumination among the clouds.  I love to watch birds flying across the sky 
on a breezy day when the sun is settling down for a night of rest after 
providing the land with nourishing light so that our gardens, and flowers, 
and grass, and trees can grow.  Or so that we can enjoy a sunny day on the 
beach with someone we love.

Also, like some people, I love taking photos of sunsets.  Sunsets are 
probably the most cliché of photo subjects to write a book about, but I 
don't care.  In my book you can never see too many sunsets and you can 
never take enough photos of them.  I have taken some sunset photos here 
and there over the years mostly at the lake in West Point, Georgia, but I 
didn't really get into it as something I started identifying with as a hobby 
until around November of 2012.  Around that time I started making a habit 
of driving out to a particular location about a mile and a half from my 
rental home on my days off from work.  This place is a small field off of 
Andrews Road which is exit 66 off of I-85 in Lee County, Alabama.  It is 
always just a fun and relaxing time for me to get outdoors for an hour or 
two and to go take some photos and take a walk along the highway while 
watching the sun go down.  I love the location because there is such a 
wide scenic view of the sky there which makes for some fun photo taking 
when the clouds are abundant and scattered.  Since I started collecting 
sunset photos there I always try to make sure if I have any errands to do 
on a day off from work that I do it early so that I can have time to get out 
with my camera around the time sunset starts to happen.

On Tuesday afternoon, January 15th, 2013 I was at home not doing 
much  of  anything,  when  I  should  have  been  doing  a  lot  of  things.   I 
actually did not roll  out of bed until  around 11:30 a.m. although I did 
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wake up early in the morning around 8:00 a.m. to start a series of naps, in 
which I did try telling myself each time I woke up that I needed to get out 
of bed and do something productive.......  whatever!  I  guess like most 
days when I don't have to work, my way of thinking is just that.... “I'm not 
working so why wake up”.   So, because I was having a lazy day of doing 
not much of anything, I was at least looking forward to driving out to take 
some sunset photos.  I spent some time throughout the afternoon, after 
finally getting out of bed, standing in the hallway looking out the window 
through to the back yard watching little brown and black birds digging 
worms  out  of  the  ground  to  eat  which  was  actually  cool  to  see  even 
though they were totally ignoring the bird seed I had set outside for them. 
I did not have a clue that there were so many little whitish looking worms 
in the ground.... and there were so many birds.  It was quite a relaxing 
scene to watch.  I also put a load of laundry in the washer (that did not 
get put in the dryer until it was time to go to bed again), ate a cheesy 
hotdog with mustard for lunchfast, and watched more birds through the 
hallway window.  Hey, I don't play when it comes to lazy days of not doing 
anything.  Like George Michael said at the height of his career, “If your 
gonna do it, do it right!”.

All throughout the afternoon as I was watching the birds outside, I 
also noticed that the clouds were constantly going gray and covering the 
whole sky, and then a while later would start breaking up and allowing 
some blue sky to show again...... It was a little weird actually, and I was a 
little concerned that there might be some severe weather coming and that 
I  was not going to have a successful  day of capturing any good sunset 
photos.  Well, I was wrong about the severe weather (thankfully), and all 
we got  was  some steady but  light  rain.   And I  must  say  I  was  totally 
rewarded with one of the most surprising and most fun sunset (although 
not as colorful as some others I  have seen) that I  had the pleasure of 
capturing with my camera.

It became time in the afternoon around 4 p.m. (you know the sun 
sets early in January) which is when I usually hop in my truck to drive over 
to Andrews Road to photograph the sunsets,  and I  was debating about 
whether or not to take the drive because the sky was covered in gray 
clouds... but the suspense of wondering “maybe, just maybe there will be 
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a sunset after all” was killing me and I just had to take a chance to go see 
what might happen.  So I  grabbed my keys, a Mountain Dew, my camera, 
put on my shorts, stepped into my flip flops because it was surprisingly 
warm  for  a  January  day  (although  not  too  surprising  as  I  do  live  in 
Alabama), and got in my truck and started driving the short trip over to 
the field on Andrews Road.  Things weren't looking so well until I got to 
the top of a hill just about halfway along the mile and a half I needed to 
go  when  I  saw  it........  a  small  hole  in  the  clouds  and  the  sun  was 
perfectly aligned with and peeking through it.  It was such a cool thing to 
see.  At that moment I  felt  an adrenaline rush that pushed me to get 
where I needed to go... or maybe it wasn't adrenaline... maybe it was 
simply excitement over trying to get there in time to get a photo before it 
was over.  I think I started talking to myself saying things like “Oh wow 
that's so cool...... OMG I have to get there now.... go faster, go faster but 
not too fast... the road is wet.... wait don't move... just stay like that 
until I get there”.  I'm not sure if I was begging myself to push the gas 
peddle harder or praying to God to hold that exact moment until I could 
get parked on the side of Andrews road to take a photo of that little hole 
in the sky with the sun peeking through.  And the funniest part about that 
is normally I would just hold my camera up to the windshield when I see 
something ahead of me I want to take a photo of while driving and just 
yell “Shoot!” at my camera which is voice activated.  In all my excitement 
I  totally  forgot  I  could  do  that  and  missed  a  great  first  shot  of  that 
moment.... oh well.

So, I finally got to Andrews Road and by the time I started pulling off 
on the side of the road and stopped my truck it started raining.  I didn't 
think I'd get any good photo at all, but I was able to get three photos of 
the clouds that were beginning to open up a little bit where the sun was, 
which you can see the first one in this photo series on the cover photo of 
this book, before it started raining hard enough to force me to roll my 
drivers side truck window up.  I sat there in my truck for about 10 minutes 
while it was raining and while it was raining the clouds continued breaking 
up and the sun became radiant behind them.  Sunbeams started flowing in 
so many different angles across the sky.  It was as if the sun spoke directly 
to the clouds saying “No, we will not have rain today.  You will open up 
and I will shine through”.
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Then it was almost as if the rain was following orders from the sun. 
The rain stopped.  The sky turned gold for a short while, and the wind and 
the clouds danced together across the sky..... and I got out of my truck 
and starting shooting photos to capture it all.  And then when the sun was 
finished playing with the horizon, gray clouds started taking over again 
and it began to rain.  So I grabbed my umbrella and took a little walk in 
the  sprinkling  downpour  watching  the  last  light  fade  away  while  the 
headlights from the cars traveling along the highway reflected off the wet 
pavement.

I know this little story was a bit “cheesy” but whatever.... this was a 
happy moment getting to see this event and so I wanted to share it with 
you in this book.  I hope that you enjoy the photos and I hope the band 
Blind Melon does not sue me for including lyrics to their awesome song 
titled “No Rain” in this  little  project.   I  just  thought that  was a cool 
addition to fit in with the title of my book and theme of these photos.  If 
you haven't heard the song I recommend that you buy their album and 
listen to it.  It's one of my favorite songs of all time.  And now on to the 
photos....
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I hope that you enjoyed this little photo book and the sunset pictures 
I shared with you.

With this book I would like to announce that I am working on a much 
larger sunset photo book in this same format titled “Sunsets On Andrews 
Road” and it is  a project I'm planning to spend at least a year or two 
working on before I start selling it.  So I am projecting it to be ready to go 
on sale probably sometime in 2015 if not earlier.

Thank you so much for viewing my book.
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